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The Lichfield Cathedral team – winners of the six bell striking competition

A “toe-tapping
rhythm” at the
striking
competition David
by

Herschell

Winning the Henry Follis cup in
this year’s method striking
competition, the Lichfield
Cathedral team was described as
having a ‘toe-tapping-rhythm’
throughout their test piece.

one of the country’s most
promising young ringers.
The call changes competition,
which was also held and judged
by Jack, was won by the Coseley
‘A’ team who therefore won the
Harry Butler shield. Jack said that
in this team’s test piece the tenor
had given a strong beat, thus
enabling the ringers to recover
quickly after making each change
that had been called.

This comment came from the
day’s judge Jack Page, when he
was delivering the results at the
end of this competition. Jack is
an undergraduate at Birmingham
University and is a member of the
Birmingham Cathedral band; he is
already making an impression
within the ringing fraternity and is

www.lwascr.org.uk
The two competitions were held
on Saturday 17 March on the six
bells at St Peter’s Church,
Drayton Bassett, and attracted
eight teams for the two separate
competitions of call changes and
method ringing. Being a bitterly
cold day, with the occasional
flurry of snow, most of the
competitors and their supporters
preferred to stay in the warmth of
the church hall rather than listen
outside to the ringing. It only
appeared to be the competing
ringers who did venture outside
and this was when they were
moving from the hall to the
church in order to ring their test
piece.
Congratulations to 11-year old
Rufus Temple-Purcell, entering
his first ringing competition.
Rufus started to learn to ring
three years ago when he was just
eight years old.

Jack Page presenting the call change shield to
Coseley

Inside the hall the local Drayton
Bassett ringers, which is a new
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band, were kept very busy by
continuously serving teas and
coffees. This was much
appreciated by all, as were the
marvellous, and bountiful, array
of cakes, chocolate treats, mince
pies, etc, that had been produced
by the local ringers.
The striking competition rules
state that gold certificates are
awarded to any team achieving
20 or fewer faults; silver
certificates to those teams
achieving 21 to 40 faults; and
bronze certificates to all the
remaining teams. Accordingly,
these certificates were awarded
as follows:

Coseley ‘B’ (Call changes)
Walsall (Call changes)

2. Silver certificates
(Plain

Skittles evening
report Mike Meakin
by

The skittles evening took place on
Saturday 17th February at Swan
Hotel Brewood.
There were 32 people who came,
31 who bowled and they were
split randomly into 7 teams of 4
and one of 3. All the bowlers had
3 balls at the skittles, twice, in the
team game and team A proved to
be the eventual winners who
knocked down the most in the 2
rounds.
Team A consisted of Chris Burton
of Aldridge, Henry Cartwright of
Walsall, Bill Clubb of
Wolverhampton and Jim Nixon of
Penkridge.

1. Bronze certificates

Abbots Bromley
Doubles)

2

Bob

After this there was an individual
game for those remaining, to
knock down at least 1 skittle with
1 ball and 2 lives. The winner was
Andy Perry of Bloxwich.

Teddy bears mid-flight….

Barton Village
Gardens Festival
We’ve been asked by Barton
under Needwood to publicise
their village Gardens Festival on
the weekend of 23rd and 24th
June 2018. As well as teddy bear
rides, there will be ringing
demonstrations at the church at
1.30pm and 4pm both days.
If you are free and can spare an
hour or so at these times please
contact Jill Rogers on 01283
712809 for more details.

Aldridge (Plain Bob Doubles)
Cannock (Plain Bob Minor)

Snippets

Coseley ‘A’ (Call changes)

3. Gold certificates
Great Barr (Plain Bob Doubles)
Lichfield Cathedral (Plain Bob
Minor)

The evening went well and was
enjoyed by all.

Please send any snippets of
news or information like the
above to the address below,
for inclusion in the next
issue.
newsletter@lwascr.org.uk

.

If you would like your own tower
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is indeed a beautiful and historic
place.

Abbots Bromley
and friends visit
Dortrecht Jonathan

Wine, beer and sunshine
preceded a superb meal, we even
managed some more ringing.
Sometime after midnight we
called it a day, (but not before a
double handed course of Dixons
Minor) and looked forward to
Sunday.

by

Townsend

”Fancy a trip to the Netherlands?”
Stuart asked one day. “Yes okay,
sounds like an adventure” I
replied. Thus I was invited to join
the Abbots Bromley band for a
weekend of ringing on the light
eight in ‘t Klockhuys, Dortrecht,
Netherlands.

Most of the band flew over on
Friday afternoon, some a little
earlier to extend the break. Two
of us drove, taking advantage of
the flexibility this offered to ring
at Ypres as well. We met up
around 7pm - all were
immediately made to feel very
welcome by our hosts, the de Kok
family. Food, wine, and beer
(and some ringing) continued late
into the night.
Saturday morning saw a peal
band gather at ‘t Klockhuys, but
first a few demonstrations of bell
ringing to trainee City tour
guides. All seemed fascinated
and grateful for the short pieces
of ringing we performed. A
successful peal of Yorkshire Major
was rung.
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Sunday: another sunny day and
another successful piece of
ringing. Congratulations to Jan
White on ringing her first quarter
peal. More food and some
ringing, including a course of
Dortrecht Surprise Major.
At 1pm the group left Dordrecht.
A thoroughly enjoyable weekend.
So, if Stuart ever asks if you fancy
a trip to the Netherlands, be
ready to have a terrific time in the
company of some great people in
a beautiful place.

Not long after we had finished
ringing, we learned of the sad
news of Mike Platt’s death and
the peal was rightly dedicated to
him.
A fascinating tour of the
Cathedral bell tower in company
with the City carillon player
followed. The extensive carillon
bells, the plans to install a ring of
ten, the opportunity to chime the
ten tonne bell, and the views
from the top of the tower (even
with the 2.2 metre lean) were
wonderful. Paul de Kok and his
son Harm Jan took us on a sightseeing tour of the City. Dortrecht
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Alrewas bells in
WW1
remembrance

by

David Hershcell

Since the 2014 commemoration
of the 100th anniversary of the
start of World War 1, the bells of
All Saints, Alrewas, have been
rung to mark the centenary of the

after the death of his wife.
George joined the 2nd/6th
Battalion of the North
Staffordshire Regiment as a
private, but by the date of his
death on 21 March 1918, he had
been promoted to that of
sergeant. He died during the
German Spring Offensive in the
Bullecourt Area, but as he had no
known grave, he is remembered
on the addenda panels of the
Arras Memorial in France.
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contracted pneumonia whilst in
action and was taken to the
hospital at Humbercamps near
Calais where he died on 26 or 27
March 1918. He is buried in the
Humbercamps Communal
Cemetery Extension.
At 6pm on Friday 23 March, the
centenary of these three deaths
was commemorated with a
quarter peal being rung on the
bells of All Saints Church,
Alrewas.

2. Thomas George Green (killed
on 21 March 1918)

deaths of those serving men from
the area who had either been
killed in action or had
subsequently died from wounds
or illness during that war.
Assisted by ringers from
neighbouring churches, the bell
ringers at Alrewas have rung a
quarter peal on, or near to, the
centenary of the various deaths.
During March 1918, the following
three men from the area died, all
of whom are listed on the Alrewas
Church Roll of Honour:
1. George Causer (killed on 21
March 1918)
Born in 1895 in Mavesyn Ridware,
George was the son of Thomas
and Mary Causer. His father was
a foreman railway platelayer who
moved to The Malvern, Fradley,

Thomas Green was born in
Alrewas in 1892 and was the son
of William and Emma Green.
William was retired and was living
in Mill End Lane and in 1911, his
son, Thomas, was in work as an
undergardener. Having enlisted
as a private in the 2nd/5th
Battalion of the North
Staffordshire Regiment, Thomas
was also killed during the
aforementioned German Spring
Offensive. He also has no known
grave, but is also remembered on
the Arras Memorial.
3. William John Lucas (died on
26 or 27 March 1918)
William Lucas, who was the son
of William, a canal carpenter, and
Bessie Lucas, of Fradley Junction,
was born in Fradley in 1897. He
enlisted as a private in the
2nd/5th Battalion of the West
Yorkshire regiment (Prince of
Wales’s Own) in 1916. After
training at Lichfield, Somerlayton
and Cardiff, he was drafted to
France on 29 October 1917. He
saw service at Ypres, Cambrai and
Bourlon Wood. However, he
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Alrewas, Staffordshire, All
Saints
The church was built in 1820 and
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Drayton Bassett –
new peal board
by

John Mulvey
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Challenge Month
at Lichfield
Cathedral Helen Jarvis
by

At Lichfield cathedral a number
of challenges were set. Some of
these were small, such as ringing
a heavier bell to rounds or to a
simple method.
Some involved learning a new
method. As a band we looked at
St Simons and a number of band
members who had not done so
before rang touches of St Simons
Doubles with the aim of
beginning to expand our
repertoire of odd bell methods.

By the time you’re reading this
article the peal board, shown
above, which commemorates the
first peal on the bells will have
been hung on the wall in the
ringing room at St Peter’s Church
Drayton Bassett. The first of
many we hope to appear in this
ringing room. The board has been
made by Maggie Willans, a ringer
from Bath, whose work appears
in a number of ringing rooms in
the UK.

Challenge Month 2018
Any other challenge month
reports still to come in? Send
them to
newsletter@lwascr.org.uk for
the next newsletter.

One of our younger members
Sam began developing his plain
hunting from 3 bells to 5. Some of
us tried to call a touch of
Grandsire or Stedman.
Our tower keeper was challenged
with sorting out the simulator
which had not been starting up
properly when required. We still
have things on our list to try.
We also attempted three quarter
peals for challenge month this
number being significantly more
than we have done in one month
for a long time. The first,
Yorkshire Surprise Royal, was
rung at the Cathedral. Four
experienced visitors joined us for
this successful attempt and two
of our band scored firsts.

The second attempt, Plain bob
Doubles at Elford was
unfortunately not successful but
gave Alison Stead a lengthy
practice at plain hunting.
The third attempt also at the
Cathedral was a first on 10 for
Andrew Stead and first inside on
10 for Daniel Munday. David
Webb junior had also wanted to
ring a quarter peal on the tenor
and rang it extremely well.
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Public relations

by

David Herschell

As a consequence of me having
sent out a press release to some
local newspapers regarding the
special ringing at Hoar Cross that
had occurred on Tuesday 23
January, I was invited to take on
the position of public relations for
the Society. I am not sure, though,
what I have let myself in for, but in
agreeing to take on this duty, I
hope to be able to publicise bell
ringing activities to the outside
world.
Over the years I have contributed
many items to the Ringing World.
Possibly readers will remember a
series I wrote for nearly 11½ years
entitled From the Archives. I wrote
this column about peals, ringing
events, etc. that had originally
featured in the Bell News exactly
100 years previously. I also wrote
for the Ringing World an article on
the early life and background of the
Revd F E Robinson (1833-1910), of
Drayton, Oxfordshire, especially
how he took up ringing. He was
the first ringer ever to ring 1,000
peals, which was still quite a rare
event even in the 1980s when I
wrote the article. Recently I have
sent out the above-mentioned
press release concerning Hoar
Cross, a press release regarding the
recent striking competition at
Drayton Bassett, and another
about World War 1
commemorative ringing taking
place at Alrewas.
So what are my ideas regarding the
Society’s public relations for the
future? I have set out below some
suggestions that will assist me in
particular when writing a press

release on behalf of the Society.
However, some of these ideas may
also help you should you wish to
submit an item directly to your
local newspaper yourself.
• Please let me know which local
papers cover your tower’s area.
Regardless of whether you intend
to submit a press release yourself, I
would like to build up a database of
these publications and their
editions, so that it can be an easy
matter to target particular
newspapers as and when
appropriate. Examples that spring
to mind are: Burton Mail,
Birmingham Mail, Express and
Star, Tamworth Herald, etc. - but
which towers do they cover?
• Let me know when you are
going to do any special ringing at
your tower. Examples that can be
made into a press release can be
the ringing of a peal or quarter peal
for events such as a World War 1
commemoration, or for the
forthcoming Royal Weddings, etc.
This can either be by giving
advance notice of the ringing or
can be written and submitted after
the ringing has taken place.
Another suggestion could be that
you are going to ring half-muffled
for Remembrance Sunday, so a
press release could explain why the
bells are going to sound different
on that day. However, it must be
borne in mind that copy needs to
be with a paper as early as possible,
e.g. a Monday at the latest for a
Thursday or Friday publication, so
if I am to be involved, the sooner I
have the details the better.
• Let me know if you or your
tower is going to put on an event
locally. Ideas could be an Open
Day to try to recruit new ringers, a
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coffee morning to raise funds for
new ropes (or even bells!), etc.
• Send photos and possibly a
quote. These are especially
important when writing and
submitting a press release. In
particular, newspapers like to have
a quote from someone, which can
just be by turning into a quote
something that you intend to put
into your press release anyway.
Quotes can be from anyone, but
this can be a good opportunity for
an appeal to be made to target
readers about learning to ring.
• Please send me a copy of any
press release that you do send
out.
This will be very helpful for
monitoring purposes.
• Please send me details and
cuttings (paper or digitally to my
email – see below) of anything
that gets published. This is
regardless of whether you have
submitted an item yourself, or
whether it is as a result of me
having sent something out. My
idea is to build up an archive for the
Society of ringing items published
relating to the LWASCR and
affiliated towers. It does not
matter if you think that I may have
had the item already as I would
much prefer to have it twice, or
even more, rather than not at all!
Although I have only mentioned
suggestions in respect of press
releases to newspapers, these
ideas can also be used for other
media outlets such as television or
radio.

Contact David:

pro@lwascr.org.uk

Lichfield and Walsall Archdeaconries Society of Change Ringers

7

Diary dates
Please make a note of the following events, coming
up (full details on the website or from
sec@lwascr.org.uk):
 15th May, Tuesday Daytime Band, Tamworth
& Polesworth Abbey
 19th May, Young ringers’ outing, Pattingham
and TBC
 16th June, Full meeting, Kings Bromley
 19th June, Tuesday Daytime Band, Silverdale,
Keele, Woodlands
th
 30 June, Evening Practice, Longdon

Late news..
A quarter peal of 1,260 changes was rung on
Tuesday 23 January on the six bells at the church of
the Holy Angels, Hoar Cross. This ringing took place
immediately before the service for the Institution
and Installation of the Priest-in-Charge, Fr Graham
Bott, SSC, as Vicar of the Parish of Hoar Cross with
Newchurch. This ceremony was taken by
+Jonathan Goodall, Bishop of Ebbsfleet and
+Geoffrey Annas, Bishop of Stafford.

.

100 Club Update
Lucky winners of the last 100
Club draw were:





1st David Everett
2nd Rosemary Wright
3rd Alison Cotterill
4th The Davies family

Taking 55 minutes to complete, the quarter peal
was rung by the following ringers from nearby
churches:
1. Dawn Grundy (Abbots Bromley)
2. Lance Hill (Armitage)
3. Peter Olding (Whittington)
4. David Herschell (Alrewas)
5. Jordan Lawley (Armitage)
6. Derek Giddins (Mavesyn Ridware)
Three different methods were rung: Grandsire
Doubles, Reverse Canterbury Pleasure Place
Doubles and Plain Bob Doubles with the ringing
being conducted by Jordan Lawley.

If you’d like to try your luck and
help raise money for the Bell
Restoration Fund, please
contact Linda Pick:
lindapick@totalise.co.uk or
download an application form
from the Society website.
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CALLING ALL NEW RECRUITS!
Have you registered yet with the Central Council of Church Bell Ringers so as to be counted
towards their campaign to recruit 1400 new bell ringers?
When the bells rang out on Armistice Day on 11th November 1918, they announced the end of
the First World War (1914 to 1918)

During that war 1400 bell ringers lost their lives in action
To commemorate these ringers, a campaign was recently launched to recruit 1,400 new bell
ringers

The campaign is known as RINGING REMEMBERS
If you started to learn to ring church bells during the past 12 months, by registering you will be
honouring the memory of those 1,400 ringers who had died
To register, click on:

https://a100.cccbr.org.uk/register/
Once you have answered a few simple questions, you will be added to the
Armistice 100 database and counted towards the total of 1,400

https://cccbr.org.uk/ringingremembers/
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