Lichfield and Walsall Archdeaconries Society of Change Ringers

Newsletter

December
2018
The Shenstone bells unloaded at the foundry; they are now home again in their new frame.

Three Spires
Youth Ringers
update Geoff Pick
by

We started the (school) year by
representing LAWAS in the interAssociation competition.
Unfortunately Shropshire were
unable to field a junior team so
our only competition was from
the North Staffs. Both teams rang
well, but we were declared the
winners with the judge saying
that our leading was marginally
better. The team included
competition veterans Chad
(captain), Alex and George,
together with Aimee, Holly and
Charlotte. Charlotte had not rung
with us before but acquitted
herself really well.
After 2 years of success, finishing
5th and 2nd in the National Youth
Ringing competition, 2017 was a

bit of an anti-climax with only 7
regulars at the monthly practices.
We decided to be a bit more proactive this year and to change the
meeting nights to Monday and
Tuesday.
It is very pleasing to say that we
are now on the ‘up’ again. A
change of night to a Monday saw
11 people arrive at Aldridge for
the October meet with some
reasonable ringing, and a good
display of multi-tasking from the
boys who were able to unwrap
one of
Derek’s
chocolate
s whilst
putting a
second
one in
their
mouths. 3
more

www.lwascr.org.uk
people came to the November
one.
At the November practice were: L
to R – Jack (Tamworth), Tamzin
(Tamworth), Luella (Walsall),
Xanthe (Abbots Bromley), Emma
(Great Barr), Freya (Tamworth),
Aimee (Cannock), Chad
(Cannock), Cameron (Rugeley),
George (Whittington), Alex
(Lichfield Cathedral), Holly
(Cannock)
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Most of the young ringers also
took part in the Armistice Day
ringing, some of them ringing
‘open’ for the first time.
Although you may hear ringers
say that there are no young
ringers any more, we currently
know of 27 school aged ringers in
the LAWAS area so the future
looks really bright. Of these, Sam
from Lichfield, Tamzin, Jack and
Peter from Tamworth and Aimee
from Cannock have rung their
first quarter peals this year.
If you have a young ringer in your
tower, encourage them to come
along to one of our practices. As
well as having fun and making
new friends, ringing on different
bells will help to make them
better ringers.
For details of future meetings,
please contact Derek Giddins
whose details are in the annual
report, or email
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Walk and ring at
Enville Brian Taylor
by

Bell ringing is not my only hobby,
so when I saw an email
announcing a walk and ring at St.
Mary’s, Enville, I decided I should
join in, especially given the fine
summer we were having.
Collecting John Mulvey from his
front gate with perfect timing, we
made it across the Black Country
with surprising ease, given that it
was a Saturday morning and so
arrived with time to spare. We
were greeted by Fred Hodges
who I was pleased to learn was to
accompany us on our walk and
give us the benefit of his local
knowledge. I understand that
Fred’s grandfather rang at this
church, so it is good to see a
family tradition being
maintained.

youthringing@lwascr.org.uk

Your Society
Needs You!
Vacancies from Sept
2019 AGM





Secretary
Treasurer
Newsletter Editor
Website Editor
Interested? Contact
sec@lwascr.org.uk

The view towards Kinver Edge

A total of nine of us had gathered
by the time we were due to set
out. Jean and Jim had originally
planned a different route, but
having wisely been to survey the
intended route a couple of weeks
previously, had found it to be
rather overgrown, so we opted
for a route southwards from the

church through the grounds of
Enville hall.
The weather was being very kind
to us with no signs of the rain that
was due to arrive later in the
week, but with just enough cloud
cover to make it pleasantly warm,
without being too hot. There
were trees laden with apples and
pears and a grand view of Enville
hall across the landscaped lake
before we climbed a little to get
fine views of Kinver edge to the
East.

Enville Church cc license:
https://www.geograph.org.uk/profile/7388

Returning by a lane that brought
us out by the Cat Inn, it was time
for lunch. Proudly boasting about
being voted pub of the year by
CAMRA for several years running,
I think it might be the fact they
have their own brewery that gains
them that title. With beerbattered fish or steak and Enville
ale pie amongst the choices on
the menu we all ate well, before
walking back up the hill to the
church. We were joined at this
point by a couple from Derby and
Alastair & Ann-Marie Hopkinson
arriving on their bicycles, clearly
choosing to take their exercise on
two wheels instead of two legs!
An imposing Victorian sandstone
tower holds eight bells with the 4,
7 and 14¾ cwt tenor being on a
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frame above the remainder.
Given the size of the tower, the
ground floor ringing room is
surprisingly small, there being
just enough room for the ringers,
so those not ringing waited
outside. Having rung the bells up,
we rang a touch of Grandsire
triples in which I took the only
part of which I was probably
capable – tenor behind! This was
followed by Helen Jarvis calling
some changes, giving me a
chance to try a different bell.
When a touch of Cambridge
major was suggested I knew my
best bet was to listen from
outside the tower, where it
sounded very good to me.
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A year at St.
Matthew’s
Walsall John Edlin
by

Congratulations to Lynn Bibb and
Ruth Arbon of Brewood in
achieving their level 1 bell
handling certificates. Lynn and
Ruth joined the band in early
summer, aiming to be ready to
ring for Armistice 100.

No doubt each passing year will
see changes in every tower, but
this one seems significant and
noteworthy for us, and possibly of
wider interest than just the
members of this tower. Perhaps
this article will allow you to reflect
on what your tower has done and

Fred then invited us to tea and
biscuits inside the church, which
rounded the day off very nicely
with conversations about how
lovely this far corner of the
diocese is and where to go next.

New member
congratulations
Tamsin Gulliver, Tamworth
Eventa Reeve, Tettenhall
David Dukes, Colton
Sophie Adams, Shareshill,
Luanna Henriques, Yi Wen
Bau, Walsall
Howard Allen, Penkridge

may plan to do in the future.
Teachers are Gill Wheatley and
David Hawksworth, who have
two further recruits ready close to
getting their own certificates.

The year began at 00.00 on 1
January with ringing in the New
Year of 2018, by pleasant
coincidence Soula’s birthday.
Later in the year she announced
her wedding date to her fiancé,
Lee, so we have a special cause
for celebration in 2019.
Our AGM report noted we were in
a position to go ahead with the
refurbishment work following
receipt of three grants towards
the end of the previous year. Olly
Bouckley took over as Tower
Captain as John took on three
months volunteer work in
Malaysia and Indonesia.
In March we entered the Society
Striking Competition. As a
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John fitting a refurbished clapper with Neil
Simpson

beginner band, this formed only a
second entry in 15 years and puts
down a marker to measure
progress. Increasingly plain
hunting forms part of our ringing,
a move beyond rounds and call
changes. Sandra Wilcox rang her
first quarter peal and there have
been a large number of personal
“firsts” - though this is not so
difficult given that many are new
ringers. Our practices are often
supported by ringers from nearby
towers, notably Aldridge, Great
Barr and Pelsall, so most practices
give opportunities for ringing on 8
and 10 about once each month.
We’ve rung for nine weddings
during the year, most recently
where three trained during the
year rang for their first wedding.
We had tours for about 100 Year
6 children from the local junior
school and another 100 at two
open tower events.
Maintenance and improvement
of bells, clock and the ringing
chamber has accelerated as Neil
Simpson, the Steeple Keeper, has
given many skilled hours. We
diagnosed and treated the broken
clock mechanism and returned
the clock face in the Ringing
Chamber to working order.
During September, October and

November, we removed and
refitted clappers refurbished at
Taylor’s together with all the
roller boxes and pulleys. This
work really was “a stitch in time”
since two cracked staples were
found only following removal of
the clappers. We were able to do
this work with minimal disruption
to regular ringing. The Tower
Fund had sufficient surplus after
this work to allow us to order a
full set of matching ropes, these
due to arrive early in 2019.

Armistice anniversary band

In June, the Ringing Remembers
national publicity led to our tower
to be contacted by Radio WM.
With one day’s notice, would we
be able to give their reporter
Leona Smart (aka Smarty Pants)
a live broadcast from the ringing
chamber as she was having her
first bell ringing lesson? Yes, of
course, though the producer had
not considered any safety
implications or due diligence to
her employee. At very short
notice, loyal members of the
band turned out at 7.30 in the
morning for the breakfast show.
This publicity led directly to the
recruitment of two beginners,
Kristine and Becky, and indirectly
to two feature articles in local
newspapers.
Olly needed to complete his
Association of Ringing Teachers
Module 1 qualification by training
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beginners (as opposed to ringers
pretending to be beginners) so
these two became his "guinea
pigs"; both are now enthusiastic
competent ringers. In addition,
we have six more beginners
though we know we will not be
able to keep them all. Kenneth
from Malaysia began in June and
has to return to Kuala Lumpur at
the end of the year; he may
return when he does his masters
degree late in 2019. Two more,
Sure and Robert (their “English”
names), are on a cultural
exchange for a year from China.
In addition to our regular practice
we run a Beginners Practice each
week on Mondays and this is the
time when most rapid
improvement in skills takes place.
And for the 100th Anniversary of
the Armistice, the whole morning
congregation went outside
church to listen to our ringing as
part of the service.
As a 12 bell tower, we are
regularly visited by bands. Anne
Ogden’s group continues to hold
their monthly 12 bell practice at
St Matthew’s. A number of peals
and quarters have also been rung.
This local band is not at that
level(!) so we see it as our job to
act as good hosts, though as a
step towards 12 bell ringing, a few
have rung rounds or hunted
through 11.
We continue to plan for the
future. Very recently we heard
the news that St Matt's has been
chosen to host a National 12 Bell
Eliminator on 28 March 2020. I
trust the band will rise to the
challenge.
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Thanks to everyone who
submitted their stories of ringing
for Armistice 100. Well done all!
Penkridge
Half-muffled quarter peal of bob
triples. Congratulations to
Howard Allen and Michael
Roberts (pictured), Penkridge’s
Ringing Remembers recruits.

Our fourth ringing of the day was
before the special Solemn
Requiem Eucharist at 17.30, when
we rang a quarter peal of
Grandsire Caters.
The final ringing was after the
lighting of the beacon at 19.00.
At each session methods and callchanges were rung on all 10 bells.
25 ringers attended at least once
and 5 ringers rang at 4 of the
sessions.
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supported to chime a bell as their
contribution to ringing for
Remembrance and peace - we
had 28 members of the public
participate and it was thoroughly
enjoyed and very meaningful to
them.
To complete the day, the tenor
tolled from 7pm to 7.15pm to
coincide with the national ringing
for peace and the lighting of the
beacon on Kinver Edge.

Wolverhampton
Sedgley
All Saints’ Sedgley ringers rang
half-muffled bells at 10am for the
Remembrance Day service and
British Legion parade, and open
ringing at 12:30pm. We were
delighted to be joined by five of
our six ‘Ringing Remembers’
recruits one of whom rang rounds
and simple call changes unaided.

Lichfield Cathedral
Half muffled ringing before a
10am service. We then had to
take the muffles off and pull the
bells back up ready for joining in
with the national ringing at 12.30.
The bells were then rung as usual
for the afternoon Choral
Evensong at 15.00

We are delighted that after
several years of the bells being
silent on Sundays we have
restored Sunday ringing at St
Peter's this Autumn following a
recruitment campaign among the
congregation.
Kinver
The bells were rung half muffled
on Friday 9th for the school
service and on the 11th for the
remembrance service.
The bells were rung open from
12.30pm to 2pm on 11th as part of
the national Ringing Remembers
campaign, with all our novice
ringers taking part too. Members
of the public were invited to come
and listen and then were

Shareshill
A local band from Shareshill rang
call changes at 1230hrs on
Sunday the 11th.
Armitage
Pam Squire rang for the first time
for the morning Sunday service,
ringing the tenor behind to
Grandsire doubles. Pam started
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to learn in August, after seeing
the recruitment campaign.

6

Penn
Half-muffled ringing 10:00-10:45,
preceded by a poem and a prayer.
At the conclusion, the bells were
stood at random with gaps left to
signify fallen soldiers until the
tenor was left tolling. Open
ringing 12:30-13:15 and 18:0018:30. Fourteen ringers took part.

From 12.00 till 12.40 we rang a
quarter of Bob Doubles. It was
timed so that we would be ringing
at 12.30
Longdon
At Longdon, we managed to ring
three bells, from 12.25 to around
12.45 on November 11th. The
band consisted of Janet Allen,
Judy Grew and Diane Brittain.
Hoping to make life easy for
ourselves, we decided upon plain
hunting, changing every
handstroke. Whilst in theory this
should have been relatively
simple, the reality was
surprisingly difficult!

Darlaston

1218 doubles

Barton

Lichfield, St. Chad

Alrewas

Sunday, 11 November 2018 (4,
9cwt in G♯)

Nine of us rang half muffled call
changes from 1000 until 1045
finishing with diminishing rounds
before lowering the bells. During
the service the muffles were
removed ready for ringing at
1230.

Half muffled ringing before
11:00am and open ringing at
12:30. Nine ringers took part.

Rounds, Call Changes and Plain
Hunt
1 John A Smith 2 Norman W
Attaway 3 Beryl E Attaway 4 Lilas
E Rawling 5 Kayleigh Debenham
6 Chris Bartter
Half Muffled ringing before
10.30am Armistice Service
Open ringing at 12.30pm for 20
minutes. Rounds on 4, Call
Changes on 4 and Plain Hunt on 3
with Tenor Cover
Trysull
Open call changes, 12:30-13:00 on
11th November

118 call changes
Wednesbury

For the open ringing at 1230 we
had fifteen ringers including two
of our new members who were
recruited as part of the Ringing
Remembers campaign. Again we
rang call changes.
At 1500 five of our band, together
with three visitors, attempted a
quarter of Grandsire Triples.
Regrettably after 45 minutes a
method error caused the final bob
to be missed. So although we
didn’t get our quarter the village
had a good length of change
ringing to listen to.

Stafford
Half-muffled call changes on 10
for morning service; call changes
on 8 and Grandsire Triples, 10:3010:55; 12:30-13:00 call changes on
6 grandsire and plain bob doubles
(rung open)
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Norton Canes

Lapley

The Cannock band ensured that
the bells at Norton Canes were
included, as they are rarely rung
on a Sunday. About 30 minutes of
rounds, call changes and doubles
took place with millennium
recruit Fiona Mayo joining in a
few rounds.

We rang half muffled for the
Armistice service starting at
10.45. We were unable to ring at
12.30 owing to non-availability of
ringers.

Cannock
At Cannock we were due to ring
at 19:05 after the lighting of a
beacon on the church lawn, but
this event finished very early and
we actually rang at 18:50 when
two of the band were still on their
way. We later rang a quarter of
Bob Triples in which Aimee Ward
rang her first on 8.
Walsall
Ringing on 8 for 11:00am. The
congregation gathered outside.
We faded out from treble to tenor
before 11 am. The Last Post was
sounded by a trumpeter; there
was 2 mins silence; then Reveille
was sounded. We then faded
back in from the tenor. The
congregation then returned to
the church and continued the
service.
12:30. Rounds and call changes on
9.
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who rang 3rd and 5th. The ringers
were 1. Mike Meakin 2. Andy
Perry 3. Charley Rogers 4.
Graham Suffolk 5. Paul Morris 6.
Steve Pugh.

Mavesyn Ridware
Andrew Ogden, Anne Ogden,
Alice Ogden, Richard Ogden,
Derek Giddins and Gilly HansonGiddins met to ring the bells open
at 12.30pm to mark 100 years
since the Armistice ending the
Great War. Particularly
remembering the 16 soldiers of
the Ridwares and Blithbury who
made the supreme sacrifice.
The same band met at 6pm and
the bells were rung half-muffled
before the Service of
Remembrance which we all
stayed to.
Gilly-Giddins was one of the
many ‘Ringing Remembers’
recruits and is a much welcomed
new member of our band.
Bloxwich
At Bloxwich, for Armistice, we
rang rounds and call changes
which went well. These included 2
new Ringing Remembers trainees

Not listed?
Send details of your tower’s
ringing for Armistice 100 to
newsletter@lwascr.org.uk
to ensure it gets recorded in
the next issue
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Diary dates
Please make a note of the following events coming
up. More details at www.lwascr.org.uk or from
sec@lwascr.org.uk
 19th January, New Members’ Meeting,
Abbots Bromley
 February, Challenge Month
 16th to 23rd February, Peal Week
 17th February, Skittles evening
th
 16 March, Six bell striking competition, TBA
.

Bell Restoration
Fund Report
Total Funds: £14,200
Committed: £9,800

To donate to the fund, please
contact: treasurer@lwascr.org.uk

Happy Christmas!
The Society wishes all
its members and
friends a very happy
Christmas and a
successful ringing New
Year!

100 Club
Update
Lucky winners of the last draw
were:





1st Phil Day
2nd Andrew Else
3rd Helen Jarvis
4th Colton Tower

If you’d like to try your luck and
help raise money for the Bell
Restoration Fund, please
contact Linda Pick:
lindapick@totalise.co.uk or
download an application form.
from the Society website.

