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Three months since the
last newsletter and we’re
still very much under the
auspices of Covid-19, and
still looking forward to
the day when we can
return to the ringing
chambers in safety.
Some of our number have
been quite busy and have
sent images and articles
for the newsletter –
including from before the
lockdown. This view of
the Cathedral was taken
at dusk by Lilas Rowling –
one of many fabulous
images she has taken.
Cathedral, early evening
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What have other towers/people been doing?
Some have enjoyed Zoom quiz evenings and below is an extract from an Abbotts Bromley quiz. If you’d like a challenge,
below are four bridges – can you name them and the ring of bells nearest to them. (Answers at the end).
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Others have been working on bells.
Retrieving the bell.
How many ringers does it take to save a bell? Well one cold and frosty
Saturday morning in January 2006 Andrew Ogden , Rupert Dyer, Lance Hill,
and Stuart Hutchieson (picture right fro the top) turned up with a ladder to
save the bell from St Luke in Handsacre. The redundant church was about to
be sold - but the bell needed rescuing. You couldn’t let them sell the bell!
The bell in question hung dead from the chimney of St Luke’s Church where it
was used to be chimed for services. It was cast in 1880 at the Cripplegate
foundry of John Warner & Sons, measures 13 3⁄4” in diameter and weighs an
estimated 75lbs. It has no intrinsic worth but is an important part of Parish
history and the four bell-savers were determined it should not be lost.
The idea was to build a frame and use the bell to demonstrate how a church
bell works and so refurbishment of the bell
started. The cannons and the cast-in iron
staple from which the clapper was previously
suspended were removed with invaluable
help from Andrew Ogden. Lance Hill made and assembled a new clapper,
headstock, bearings, wheel, ground pulley stay and slider together with a
diagonal braced oak frame donated by Graham Mills of Lichfield. Lance’s
neighbour, Phil Holt, assisted with the metal work.
The bell has been placed in the bell-tower of St John’s Armitage supported on
two beams where the rope guide for the existing bells is fitted. At the end of
2019 the bell which had hung for over 100 years at the daughter church of St
Luke in Handsacre was given a new lease of life thanks to the enthusiasm of the
four intrepid bell-removers and the skill of Lance Hill.
Tayeed McPherson.

One young ringer succeeded in his first quarter peal on 8 bells just before lockdown.
Aled Perkins’ quarter peal.
Aled Perkins aged 17, one of the latest recruits to have been taught by Helen Jarvis at Lichfield Cathedral has recently rung
his first quarter peal on 8 at Aldridge. It was Grandsire triples and was conducted by David Everett, the rest of the band
were fellow cathedral ringers Helen Jarvis , Rachael Everett and Ray Hosking. Completing the band were Sophie Ash from
Aldridge ,John Mulvey from Tamworth ( although John is a great supporter of Cathedral ringing being a regular attender at
practice nights and also on Sunday afternoons) The final member was Jonathan Healy ,formerly of Birmingham Cathedral.
Jonathan lives in Aldridge and one of his sons is learning to ring there. The local band at Aldridge are greatly benefiting
from having someone of Jonathan's immense standard and ability. Aled rang really well and is making excellent progress.
As well as attending the Lichfield practice on Monday, he also usually joins with the Walsall ringers on Wednesday. Aled
was due to have attempted a quarter peal of Stedman triples on Friday 4th April at Walsall, but sadly circumstances have
meant that it has had to be put on hold. Ray Hosking.
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Some have been collating information.
Visiting Staffordshire’s Bells
As some of you will know, for the past few years I have been collecting together information on all the church bells in
Staffordshire. This led to the ‘blue book’ that some of you will have received with your membership certificates – ‘Bells and
Bellringing in South Staffordshire’ – and it was suggested I write an article about the current progress.
My interest in bell installations stems from Brian Harris, who taught me to ring in
1977, and who introduced his learners into all aspects of ringing – composition,
handbells and tower maintenance. Another influence was Eric Speake, our Bell
Advisor for many years. He had visited almost every Society tower and, in addition to
reporting back about maintenance issues, he kept records of the bells and their
history. In the course of time, these records were passed on to me and they sparked
an interest in seeing them published in some form – hence the ‘blue book’.
The last survey of all of Staffordshire bells was by Charles Lynam in 1889. His book
‘Church Bells of Staffordshire’ is a beautiful work of art but, by now, very out of date.
It seemed like a worthwhile project would be to extend the ‘blue book’ to include all of
Staffordshire.

Brereton 4 – Lance Hill

The first ‘official’ visit was to Rugeley Town Hall and Brereton, kindly organised by Lance Hill. The Town Hall involved
annoying the shop owner below the clock tower who was trying to get ready to open up. An awkward ladder access lead to
a Taylor clock bell and a disused Charles Carr bell. Then we went to Brereton which has 5 bells in one of the tightest belfries
I’ve been in. This first outing encapsulated the interest in belfry investigations – every visit is fascinatingly different. I’ve
since visited many of the 500+ churches, chapels, convents, mausoleums, clock towers, town halls, colleges, private
houses, schools, etc. in ‘old’ Staffordshire.
There are a lot of highlights, apart from the many change-ringing installations. Ancient works of the bell founder’s artwork
like Milwich and Weston; Bobbington’s near-derelict but complete ring of four; impressive chimes at Oulton Abbey,
Colwich Abbey, Swythamley Hall and Walsall Town Hall; beautiful medieval frames like that at Rushton Spencer; and
modern monsters like those at Burslem and Tunstall.
Another enjoyable aspect has been the opportunity to research in the archives of John Taylor Bellfounders, courtesy of
George Dawson and Chris Pickford who have been extremely helpful. Details of every
bell ever cast or hung by Taylors are recorded in beautiful copperplate writing in the
casting and tuning books, along with inspection notes going back over 150 years.
There are 60 or so visits still needed, mostly in the north of the county, but also
including more local venues like Weston under Lizard, Wolverhampton (Pond Lane),
West Bromwich (Hill Top), Stafford (Holmcroft & Marston). Actually a drone might be
helpful in viewing any of the open turrets, if anyone can help with this? Hopefully the
final venues will eventually release their secrets and something close to a complete
and modern survey can be finished.
Stuart Hutchieson

Rushton Spencer, one modern bell in ancient,
short-headed bell frame.
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A request from the ringers at St Peter Wolverhampton. If you know who this ringer is,
please contact the Tower Captain or Jean Nixon to them know. Thank you.

Lucy Smith
Ringers who died while serving in the forces in WW2
Regrettably, the coronavirus crisis has necessitated the cancellation of all Society activities for the present, which
unfortunately meant that we could not ring for VE Day celebrations, or as some would say, commemorations. I tend to
think that we should celebrate victory, without forgetting the huge sacrifice made by the casualties of war, either those
being killed outright or dying late from their injuries. With this in mind, I’m sure that at one of our meetings we would have
remembered those ringers from our area who died for their country.
It seems that we tend to have commemorations every few years for some special anniversary, whether it be the start or end
of the wars or for something more specific like Dunkirk or D-Day, so I have written articles previously, but I think this year’s
occasion is special and so I make no apology for presenting the relevant names of casualties again, with some updates; if
you have any additional information about any of these listed men, please let me know.
Firstly, I must reiterate that theses casualties are only those that we know about.
The original title of our Society was: “The Society of Change Ringers for the
Archdeaconry of Stafford”, which immediately excluded those who rang call or card
changes; the majority of towers probably were without ringers or the ringers rang
from cards or they rang simple call changes. There must be more ringing casualties
that are unknown to us, since we mostly rely for information from the Society
Reports at the time. However, knowledge of others can be gleaned from other
sources, such as memorials in churches, newspaper articles, parish magazines and
increasingly from research done by local history societies. An example of this, is the
discovery of a ringer from Elford, whose name has only recently become known to
us, from an article in “The Tamworth Herald” of March, 1948, which describes the
dedication of a memorial in Elford church of the two men from the village who died
in World War 2, one of whom is listed as a former boy server, chorister, sidesman
and bellringer.. His name is Kenneth Stevens, whose father was the churchwarden;
tragically Kenneth died only a few days before VE-Day, on May 4th, 1945 after a long
and painful illness.. He is buried in Elford churchyard, where his Commonwealth
War Grave Commission headstone is beside his parents who died much later. So
please keep your eyes open when visiting churches for details of any other ringers;
most churches were keen to put up a memorial to their fallen parishioners, as is
illustrated by a plaque to Joseph John Illidge at Codsall. (A similar situation arose at
Alrewas, where two ringers who were killed in WW1 are commemorated by a
memorial in the church. They were not Society members).
I have included a former member, Sidney Elton, who rang at Walsall until moving to
Surrey.
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Ringers from the area of the Society for the Archdeaconry of Stafford
who died on active service in World War 2
1. Harold James Chester
Flight Sergeant 964552, 228 Squadron, RAF Reserve
Died 12 June 1944, aged 23 (Born 1920)
Grave: Runnymede Memorial, Panel 216
Son of Sydney John and Edith Annie Chester of Stafford
Home tower: Stafford St Mary; joined the Society in 1935
Name recorded on Page 4 of the Memorial Book Gallery under “Memorials and
Records” on the Stafford St Mary Website (www.stmarystafford.org.uk)
2. Horace Gordon Howell
Staff Sergeant 4917288, 2nd Wing Glider Pilot Regiment A.A.C.
Died 20 September 1944, aged 24 (Born 1920)
Grave: 6 B 6. Arnhem Oosterbeek War Cemetery
Son of Howard Morley and Alice Howell, younger brother of Howard.
Husband of Vera Heron Howell, née Calder, of Hexthorpe, Yorkshire, married 1942, March ¼
Home tower: Walsall, St Matthew; joined the Society in 1938, rang one peal
On band photograph
Memorial peal: half-muffled Stedman Caters at Walsall on Wednesday,
3 October, 1945, conducted by his brother, Howard
3. Arthur Frederick Hubball
Flight Sergeant 964247, 26 RAF Volunteer Reserve
Died 2 October, 1943, aged 26 (Born 1917)
Grave: Runnymede Memorial Panel 137
Son of Frederick and Sylvia Alice Hubball of Blakenhall, Wolverhampton
Home tower: Wolverhampton, Blakenhall, St Luke; joined Society in 1933
Memorial peal: half-muffled Grandsire Triples rung for A Hubball and C Willis at
St Luke’s Blakenhall on 15 March, 1947
Name recorded on St Luke’s memorial – see www.wolverhamptonwarmemorials.org.uk
Non Members
4. Joseph John Illidge
Private 7044019, 10th Battalion Highland Light Infantry (City of Glasgow Regiment)
Died 28 June, 1944, aged 24 (Born 1919)
Grave: II E.1, St Manvieu War Cemetery, Cheux, France
Son of Joseph and Martha Illidge of Codsall, Staffs
Home tower: Codsall, St Nicholas
Name on memorial plaque in church; photo and details on separate frame.
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Kenneth William Clarke Stevens
Signalman 2342130 Royal Corps of Signals
Died 4 May, 1945
Buried in St Peter’s Churchyard, Elford
Son of George Walter and Margaretta Stevens

6. Cyril Edward Willis
Gunner 1557855, 125 Field Regiment, Royal Artillery
Died 12 September, 1944, aged 28 (born 1916)
Grave: Singapore Memorial, Singapore, Column 34
Son of William and Anne Willis of Wolverhampton
Home tower: Wolverhampton, Blakenhall, St Luke
Memorial peal; half-muffled Grandsire Triples rung for A Hubball and C Willis at
St Luke’s Blakenhall on 15 March, 1947
Name recorded on St Luke’s memorial – see www.wolverhamptonwarmemorials.org.uk
7. H Thompson
Brierley Hill
Former member
Sidney Elton
Engine Room Artificer 4th class P/MX 78186, H.M.S. Fiji, Royal Navy
He joined the Royal Navy in November, 1940
Died 23 May, 1941, aged 36 (Born 1905) when H.M.S. Fiji was sunk during the action for the
defence of Crete
Grave/Memorial: Portsmouth Naval Memorial, Panel 53, Column 2
Son of Thomas Josiah and Ellen Elton of Walsall
Husband of Gladys Elton
Joined the Society in 1923 as member of the band at Blakenall Heath; later he joined the band
of St Matthew’s, Walsall, where his father was captain

He rang 51 peals for the Society
He later moved to Guildford where he became a member of the band at St Nicholas

** Please see end of newsletter for more photos.
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On Sunday 5th July a service of prayer and dedication took place at Lichfield
Cathedral for the Collation and Installation of the Reverend Dr Gregory Platten
as Canon Chancellor and the Installation of the Right Reverend Janet McFarlane
as Canon Custos. Unable to ring the tower bells due to Covid-19 restrictions, the
Cathedral ringers, led by Tower Captain Helen Jarvis, nevertheless wanted to
play their part in welcoming two new members of the Cathedral clergy team. At
the end of the service the handbell band were able to enter the Cathedral to
ring. Not wishing to interfere too much in the after service chat the ringers took
up position at the west end but were soon invited into the sanctuary area to
ring. This was the first service open to the public (by pre-booked tickets again
due to COVID-19) since lock-down commenced; the ringers were delighted to
contribute to the event. Ringers (l-r): Helen Jarvis, Lilas Rowling (in cognito),
Tayeed McPherson, Daniel Munday and Jonathan Townsend.
Jonathan Townsend.

Handbells were rung outside the west door of the Cathedral to
celebrate the 72nd anniversary of the founding of the National
Health Service. Ringers (l-r): David Everett, David Webb, Helen
Jarvis, Rachel Everett. Clearly very windy.
Helen Jarvis

This lovely picture was taken by David
Everett entitled ‘Crows observing social
distancing’ somewhere in Tooting!

Committee vacancies.
Some roles on the Committee have become vacant in recent months and we
would love to hear from you if you are interested in joining us. The committee
aims to support and promote ringing in this Archdeaconry and this involves
attending meetings (administrative as well as ringing), enjoy communicating
and working with IT. If you are willing and would like to share in this
undertaking, please contact Jean Nixon.
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Mask-making hobby.
Gilly has triumphed in mask making – and alternative uses.

100 Club Update
Lucky winners of the last draw
were:
Andrew Else
£50.50
Rosemary Wright £25.25
Steve Askew
£12.63
John Whittall £12.63

If you’d like to try your luck and
help raise money for the Bell
Restoration Fund, please
contact Linda Pick:
lindapick@totalise.co.uk or
download an application form.
from the Society website.

Rachel has stylised hers for a cold day.

Please send in any mask-related photos – maybe to disguise who’s wearing them, or
for other uses.

Enormous thanks to all those who have sent articles and photos for this newsletter. They
are really superb especially in these difficult and unusual times.
For future newsletters please send in any items (articles, ideas, photos) of anything to do
with ringing or you that you would like to share – photos of churches, quiz questions, new
hobbies or undertakings etc to me or Jean or another committee member if easier.
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Answers: 2. Devils Bridge, nearest ring is Aberystwyth (10)
4. Forth rail bridge (and The Flying Scotsman), nearest ring is Edinburgh, Fettes College (6)
5. Humber Bridge, nearest ring is Barton upon Humber, St Mary (8)
10. Wolseley Bridge, nearest ring is Colwich (6)
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